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feudal traditions which were, and still are, so strong in the
mother-country. The reverence for kingship, the loyalty and
subservience to a rich aristocracy, the well-defined limits
between class and class, were almost unknown in the New
World, where knowledge, courage, skill, in forest, farm, or
town brought the best man to the top, and gave him the
highest place among his fellow-citizens or backwood neigh-
bours. Gradually, also, these colonists had learnt the lessons
of independence and their own strength. In the war with
France many of them had learnt that the uniform does not
make the soldier, and that the man in fustian who shoots
straight and stands his ground may be a match for the
veterans of famous regiments.

In the constant fights with Indians in the backwoods
many others had learnt the difficult art of forest warfare, and
had tried their pluck, endurance, and strategy time and time
again. Finally, as their trade had grown and prospered, their
cities increased in size, and the separate States grown closer
together by quicker and easier means of communication, as
well as by the discussion and settlement of common interests,
a certain feeling of nationality had begun to bind together the
colonists, who had hitherto considered their interests as separate
and distinct. This sense of power and union at the back of a
proud and jealous regard for liberty and self-government was
what animated the colonists to resist any attempts on the part
of the English Government to tax their trade. Vaguely,
perhaps^yet as an influence to action, it was this feeling which
prompted certain citizens of Boston to board a British vessel
in the harbour disguised as Indians, and to hurl overboard
the chests of tea upon which the obnoxious tax was laid.

.Unfortunately for this, country and the Empire, the great
William Pitt, Earl of Chatham, after long and splendid
service, was now an invalid, and could no longer guide the
destinies of his nation. His place was taken by incapable
Ministers like X-ord -Bute, and Lord North and various royal
called"_Athe King's friends/ who pandered to the